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FLOCK FERTILITY – SPIKING REMINDER 
Hatcheries managers noted at our last Hatchery Meeting that hatch rates of some 

flocks have been dropping fast near the end of the lay cycle. Producers are reminded 

to keep up flock fertility and spike accordingly. 

PLACEMENT NUMBER CHANGES 

Production staff want to note that increasing placeable hens or changing placement 

dates remains challenging at this time; most placement changes as a result of quota 

transactions have to be done at least six months out (currently into February 2022). 

BREAKER QUALITY EGGS PROGRAM 

Please take note that there will be a replacement for Barry during his holidays in late 

August and beginning of September. 

CHILLIWACK AGRICULTURE LAND USE INVENTORY 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, and the Partnership for Water 

Sustainability in BC are working together to complete a land use inventory. Please see 

the attached PDF for more information. 

CHEP REQUEST TO PARTICIPATE 

Attached is a request to participate in a CHEP ammonia research project. 

CPRC – AMMONIA & VENTILATION 

Please see the attached PDF on barn ventilation. 

FOOD WASTE REDUCTION CHALLENGE 

Please see the attached link for a survey from AgSafe seeking input from their 

membership to address your needs the best way possible. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZXVWBGM 

COVID-19 – STEP 3 OF RESTART PLAN 

Staff will be working predominately at the office starting July 5.  

 

On-Farm staff require a minimum of 24 hours notice if you would like to reschedule 
your appointment.  

 
 

  

 

 

 
INDUSTRY STATISTICS 

YTD Hatchability 

83.6 % 

 

Average Lay Cycle End 

57 weeks 

 

Average Breeder Price 

Female: $10.99 
Male: $15.43 

 

2021 Audit Stats 

Total Premises to Audit: 58 

Premises Completed: 35 / 58 

 

 

Hatching Egg Tip 

Click the link below to find an 
informative article on maximizing 

male fertility: 

https://www.cobb-
vantress.com/en_US/articles/manage

ment-tips-to-maximize-male-fertility/ 

 

Pricing Orders 

 
Period 

Live 
Chicken 

Hatching 
Eggs 

Saleable 
Chicks 

Day-Old 
Broiler 
Chicks 

A-166 1.690 $/kg 617.98 ¢/doz 64.31 ¢/chick 83.25 ¢/chick
A-167 1.757 $/kg 637.62 ¢/doz 66.33 ¢/chick 85.27 ¢/chick
A-168 1.812 $/kg 658.11 ¢/doz 68.45 ¢/chick 87.39 ¢/chick
A-169 1.950 $/kg 685.49 ¢/doz 71.27 ¢/chick 90.21 ¢/chick
A-170 1.951 $/kg 681.84 ¢/doz 70.90 ¢/chick 89.84 ¢/chick
A-171 1.996 $/kg 664.91 ¢/doz 69.15 ¢/chick 88.09 ¢/chick

 

Production Cycles 

 
Period 

 
Start Date 

 
End Date 

A-166 Oct 25, 2020 Dec 19, 2020
A-167 Dec 20, 2020 Feb 13, 2021
A-168 Feb 14, 2021 Apr 10, 2021
A-169 Apr 11, 2021 Jun 05, 2021
A-170 Jun 06, 2021 Jul 31, 2021
A-171 Aug 01, 2021 Sep 25, 2021

 



  Chilliwack Agricultural Land Use Inventory & Water Demand Model – Summer 2021 

 

 

Gleaning Farm Info:                           
Agrologists coming to a field near you                                                       
 
To support the long-term viability of the farming industry, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, 
plus the Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC are working together to complete an Agricultural Land 
Use Inventory (ALUI) for the City of Chilliwack. The project will update information gathered in 2012 and 
provide insight into changes in farmland use. 
 
Once complete the survey data will: 

• Demonstrate the amount of actively farmed land in the region; 

• Enable comparison with past reports to measure changes in land use and farming; 

• Assist land use planning including official community plans; 

• Enable examination of water management alternatives that consider future land use changes; 

• Help model impacts of climate change and identify appropriate adaptation strategies; and 

• Inform future water storage modelling projects. 
 

BC Ministry of Agriculture staff will be navigating public roads to observe farmland from within or beside the 
vehicle using binoculars.  Data will be collected on crops, irrigation, livestock, and other land uses with the 
Agricultural Land Reserve and properties where farming is observed. 
 
Watch for a grey Dodge Durango or other vehicle with B.C. government decals within the City of Chilliwack 
between July 7th and September 17th, 2021. 
 
Funding is provided in part by the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada through 
the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a five year (2018-19 to 2022-23), $3 billion investment by federal 
provincial and territorial governments to strengthen the agriculture, agri-food and agri-based products 
sector, ensuring continued innovation, growth and prosperity.  
 
This survey is subject to the requirements of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. 
 

 
For further information, contact:   

 
Corrine Roesler, PAg 
BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
Abbotsford 
778.666.0569 
Corrine.Roesler@gov.bc.ca 
 
Or  
 
Kevin Eastwood, PAg 
BC Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
Abbotsford 
778.752.5900 
Kevin.Eastwood@gov.bc.ca 
 

To learn more about the ALUI program visit:  
 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-
environment/strengthening-farming/planning-for-agriculture/agricultural-land-use-inventories 

mailto:Corrine.Roesler@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Kevin.Eastwood@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/strengthening-farming/planning-for-agriculture/agricultural-land-use-inventories
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/strengthening-farming/planning-for-agriculture/agricultural-land-use-inventories


 
 

Calling all broiler hatching egg producers! 
 

Join your fellow producers to improve on‐farm ammonia requirements. 
 
What’s the issue? 
Ammonia is a top research priority for CHEP as it is an important factor in the barn environment that affects 
human health and flock health. In the current Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Hatching Eggs, 
Breeders, Chickens and Turkeys, measures must be taken if ammonia concentrations reach between 20 and 
25 ppm. This requirement was based on scientific evidence available at the time, even though these 
concentrations may be easily exceeded during cold outdoor temperatures, and it is not always possible for 
producers to reduce ammonia concentrations below 25 ppm without negatively affecting bird welfare. 
 
The Code is up for review in 2021. The Code is also expected to be incorporated by reference into the revised 
federal Hatchery Regulations, which includes broiler breeders. We need more science to be prepared. 
 

More Canadian, broiler breeder‐specific information is needed to ensure on‐farm welfare 
requirements such as those in the Code are appropriate and reasonable. 

 
What is CHEP doing? 
CHEP is funding a research project with Université Laval and the Université de Montréal entitled Impact of 
ammonia and dust concentrations on worker and animal health and well‐being in Canadian hatching egg 
production, which is designed to look at ammonia and dust concentrations as air quality indicators, and the 
effects on human and bird health. This work is being led by field experts Dr. Caroline Duchaine, Dr. Marie‐
Lou Gaucher, and Dr. Geneviève Dion. 
 
What am I being asked to do? 
Broiler hatching egg producers across Canada are being asked to 
complete a confidential, online questionnaire on producers’ respiratory 
health and the health of their flocks. The responses will be used to 
create a current picture of air quality in broiler breeder barns and 
resulting producer and bird health. The more responses, the better. 
 
How will my personal information be protected? 
The project uses the secure REDCap (Research Electronic Data Capture) 
system, which numerically codes participant information. The research 
team has no way of linking your identity and your responses. This 
ensures your personal information always remains confidential. 
 
Participation is voluntary. You can withdraw at any time, no questions 
asked. 
 
Project updates will be available regularly. For more information, please 
visit this project link, or contact your provincial board, or CHEP. 

 

Confidential. Producer‐focused. Research‐based. 

What’s in it for me?
Your responses will help 

improve on‐farm 

ammonia requirements 

to better reflect 

Canadian production 

practices and the 

measures producers 

take to maintain a high 

standard of bird 

welfare.

https://youtu.be/yEoqayzMyqI
https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/chickens-turkeys-and-breeders
https://www.nfacc.ca/codes-of-practice/chickens-turkeys-and-breeders
https://inspection.canada.ca/about-cfia/acts-and-regulations/forward-regulatory-plan/2021-to-2023/hatchery-regulations/eng/1489718859178/1489718859657


Ventilation is a balancing act 
Understanding your barn in different climate 
conditions is key to better air quality
Air quality concerns are a known problem on many  

Canadian poultry operations because emissions of  

particulate matter and ammonia are difficult to balance. 

Now, thanks to ongoing evaluation of various air quality 

control strategies, producers are better positioned to  

adopt tools that meet environmental, economic and  

animal welfare requirements for producing more sustainable 

eggs and poultry meat. 

Bill Van Heyst, professor of environmental engineering in the 

School of Engineering at the University of Guelph, has spent 

nearly a decade evaluating air quality control strategies  

in use on Canadian poultry operations. He conducts 

measurement campaigns on various farms to collect data 

points including indoor concentrations of pollutants, barn 

ventilation rates, samples from excreta, as well as other 

barn parameters such as indoor and outdoor temperatures 

and humidity levels. 

“Recently we’ve been specifically looking at problems with 

ammonia and particulate matter,” says Van Heyst.  

“Ammonia is generated when barns have wet litter  

conditions, and particulate matter is generated in dry, dusty 

scenarios. Farm operators have to find this happy medium 

in terms of their litter management so moisture content 

doesn’t favour one side or another.” 

As part of his team’s project, Van Heyst recently completed 

studies of cage-free egg barns in Saskatchewan and in 

Ontario, across various seasons. He is leading similar work in 

broiler breeder barns in Ontario.

Dry conditions create particulate matter
“Cage-free housing systems allow the birds to have more 

movement, and that leads to higher levels of particulate 

matter in the barn,” Van Heyst says. “As litter accumulates, 

it contributes to air quality issues through buildup of either 

ammonia or particulate matter.”

Particulate matter is easy to spot in a barn setting because 

the air appears dusty. Van Heyst’s research has revealed 

particulate matter is a bigger problem in the prairie provinces,  

where winter conditions are dry, and barn ventilation 

evaporates moisture off of the litter pack. He notes size 

fractionated particulate matter is a nasty toxin that poses a 

human and animal health risk, and is declared toxic under 

the Canadian Environmental Protection Act. 

Humid conditions boost ammonia levels 
Conversely, humid winters more common in southern  

Ontario often lead to moisture finding its way into the  

barn, especially around air intakes as moisture condenses. 

Ammonia is common in barns with humid weather conditions, 

and it is more difficult for the average farm to monitor.  

Van Heyst says most people entering a barn may notice 

ammonia through a burning feeling in their eyes, but they 

will grow accustomed to it fairly quickly, and they might not 

register a problem.

Van Heyst says poultry barn ventilation is typically triggered 

off of temperature difference only, but secondary conditions  

“Cage-free housing systems allow 

the birds to have more movement, 

and that leads to higher levels of 

particulate matter in the barn.” 

June 2021

Bill Van Heyst, University of Guelph



such as carbon dioxide and ammonia levels are also  

reasons to increase air flow. If carbon dioxide levels get too 

high, birds may become sleepy. If ammonia is too high, it 

may lead to eye and respiratory tract irritation. Prolonged 

exposure to high levels of ammonia can even lead to  

blindness in birds. 

Understand your barn
“Managing these toxins is a balancing act, and seasonal 

conditions across geographic locations can put that  

balancing act into question,” says Van Heyst. “Farmers  

really have to understand their own barn, and how it  

performs in different conditions – even a new barn might 

take a few flocks to get ventilation under control. Once  

you understand it, it’s easier to use.”

He also notes that tools and strategies for managing air 

flow are never one-sized-fits-all, and a solution that fails to 

meet economic, environmental and animal welfare needs 

is not truly sustainable. It’s important that producers and 

researchers collect data to inform how new strategies  

perform in specific environments. 

Know what your tools can do
Most recently, Van Heyst’s team conducted a measurement 

campaign at a broiler breeder operation in Ontario that 

had installed a manure belt under the roosting areas. Later 

in 2021, he plans to take the same measurements at a similar 

operation in Ontario that does not have a manure belt. 

“Broiler breeder operations are an interesting mix between 

cage-free layers and broilers, because the birds roam like 

broilers, but have fewer nesting areas than layers,” says 

Van Heyst. “Traditionally broiler breeder operations do not 

have a manure belt, and excreta builds up over time. With 

this project, we’re interested in whether the installation of a 

manure belt actually reduces the amount of ammonia the 

birds are exposed to.”

He notes that even with a manure belt removing excreta, 

the barn developed a moisture problem and registered 

high ammonia levels shortly after placing a new flock in 

winter. The farm operator worked quickly to address the issue, 

and bring ammonia levels down. As part of the project, his 

team is putting hand-held ammonia analyzers to the test, 

to see how accurate their readings are, compared to his 

team’s more advanced monitoring equipment.

Each of Van Heyst’s measurement campaigns last from six 

months to one year, and each one assesses control strategies  

to reduce or mitigate ammonia and particulate matter 

from Canadian poultry operations. To date, his team has 

also assessed the use of water sprinklers, poultry litter treatment  

and a centralized air exchange system.

This project is expected to be completed by 2023.

This research was funded by the Canadian Poultry Research 

Council as part of the Poultry Science Cluster, which is supported 

by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) as part of the  

Canadian Agricultural Partnership (CAP) program. Additional 

support was received from Egg Farmers of Canada, Canadian 

Hatching Egg Producers and the School of Engineering,  

University of Guelph. 

June 2021

“Managing these toxins is a balancing 

act, and seasonal conditions across 

geographic locations can put that 

balancing act into question.” 


